FIGURE 1. Locations of traps for early detection of P. juglandis in Slovenia in 2017. Locations where X. crassiusculus was recorded are marked red.
By finding X. crassiusculus in traps in a wider area in Podsabotin we confirmed the presence of the Asian ambrosia beetle in this location. Females were found in two of five samples from 23 August, and in all five samples from 14 September. The number of individuals caught ranged from one to 19. However, no signs of X. crassiusculus were found during visual inspections.
The results demonstrate that the Asian ambrosia beetle is present in the Slovenian territory, at least locally. Slovenia is the fourth European country with X. crassiusculus. Its occurence in western Slovenia is most probably the result of dispersal from Italy, where it is established and is spreading (Nageleisen et al. 2015 , Gallego et al. 2016 , Francardi et al. 2017 pers. comm ., Iris Bernardinelli, Regional agency for rural development ERSA, Friuli Venezia Giulia, Italy). We believe that X. crassiusculus will continue to disperse from Italy to Slovenia and other neighbouring regions, and this process cannot be contained. Therefore, the new species is expected to persist in Slovenia. Moreover, X. crassiusculus is likely to establish and spread in the new area due to favourable ecological conditions (Kavčič & de Groot 2017) .
